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entertained the most extraordinary ideas on the subject of
Providence, with which they believed themselves to be in
constant communion, as well as its principal agent here
on earth. In fact, there is hardly a public utterance of
any of these three sovereigns, which is not marked
throughout by a deep religious tone, and by a degree of
familiarity with the Almighty which would be blasphemous
were it not so manifestly sincere. This hereditary ten-
dency towards religion was, to a certain extent, obliterated
by the education which William received, and which was
of a nature to dispose him to be both a materialist and a
free-thinker. He may be said in fact to have been brought
up in an atmosphere of Renan-ism and Strauss-ism, for
which his extraordinary and mercilessly clever mother,
Empress Frederick, was largely responsible, and at the
moment of his marriage it looked as if he were destined to
figure in history as quite as much of a philosopher, and
even atheist, as Frederick the Great, for whom he pro-
fessed the mosf profound veneration.
It was Countess Waldersee who revived all the inherited
and latent religious tendencies of his character.
Up to the time when he ascended the throne, Prince
William and his consort were constant and devout attend-
ants at the prayer-meetings held in the salons of the
countess, and if he remains to this day a remarkably re-
ligious man, with a sufficient regard for scriptural com-
mands to have shown himself a more faithful husband than
any other prince of his house, either living or dead—if,
to-day, piety is fashionable at the court of Berlin instead
of being bad form, if the building or endowment of a
church, or of a charitable institution, is regarded as the
surest road to imperial favor, it is due to the influence of
William's American aunt, the daughter of that New York

